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DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES       
 
Here is an extract from a play called Kindertransport by Diane Samuels. The play was 
first published in 1995. 
 
The play is inspired by the personal accounts of the journeys and lives of people 
directly affected by the Kindertransport programme which transported German Jewish 
children out of Germany, in the nine months before the Second World War (1939-
1945). This saved the children from being taken with the rest of their families by the 
Nazis and sent to concentration camps. Almost 10,000 children were rescued in this 
way.  
 
The play explores the cost of this survival and looks at what sort of future may grow 
out of a traumatised past. It is set in an empty storage room in Evelyn’s house in an 
outer London suburb in recent times. The characters are as follows: 
 
 
Evelyn: English middle class woman. In her fifties. (Does not appear in     
             this extract) 
Faith:    Evelyn’s only child. In her early twenties. 
Eva:      Evelyn’s younger self. She starts the play at nine years old, as in  
             this extract. Jewish German. 
Helga:  German/Jewish woman of the late 1930s. In her early thirties.  
             Eva/Evelyn’s mother. 
Lil:       Eva/Evelyn’s foster mother. Now in her eighties. 
 
The Ratcatcher: A mythical character who also plays a Nazi Border  
             Official, the English Organiser, the Postman and the Station  
             Guard. 
 
Read the extract below carefully. You may make notes on the paper as you read. 
Complete the tasks set. Give details and/or examples to support your ideas in your 
answers. 
 
The extract is from Act 1 scene 1 of the play and is set in a dusty storage room 
filled with crates, bags, boxes and some old furniture. Eva is dressed in clothes of 
the late 1930s and is on the floor, reading. The book is a large, hard-backed story 
book entitled (in German) The Ratcatcher.  Eva is with her mother who has told 
her that she cannot pack her treasured mouth organ to take with her to England 
as the border guards will send her back if they find her with it. Faith is on stage 
too but is not noticed by Eva & Helga who in turn are ‘invisible’ to Faith. 



 
 

 
 







 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Now answer these questions. There is a choice between 3 & 4 
 

 
    1)      
      What type of theatre (stage, scale, shape and size) would be  
      most effective for this piece? Justify your choice in one paragraph. 
       
      2) 
      Make sketches or draw diagrams showing how you  
      would stage this scene, indicating where your audience  
      would be and labelling everything and everyone on the  
      stage; show how the space could be used by the actors as  
      well as essential props and set pieces. You may indicate  
      movement with arrows or duplicate your basic set drawing  
      but with different annotations.  
      Bird’s eye view diagrams with bullet point notes are advisable. 
     
  
    3) 
      What sort of part is that of the Ratcatcher? What sort of effect     
      should he have on the audience in your view? Describe how you  
      would play this part, giving reasons for your ideas. Include vocal,     
      physical and spatial factors in your answer. 
 
 
OR 
 
 
   4) 
      As a director or designer, what would your  overall  
      ‘production’ or ‘design’ concept be for this piece?     
      In your answer, refer to your interpretation of the  
      text, your desired audience response/s and describe how  
      you might achieve it/them. Include references to what the audience  
      would see, hear and feel in your answer. 
 
 


